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This i s t o review the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n regarding the Borne 
Chemical s i t e i n E l i z a b e t h , New Jersey. As you know, t h i s 
s i t e was i n i t i a l l y considered f o r ranking by the Environmental 
P r o t e c t i o n Agency (EPA) for- i n c l u s i o n on the NPL. Attempts 
t o score the s i t e using the Hazard Ranking System were f r u s 
t r a t e d by a lack of data, s p e c i f i c a l l y , there i s no documented 
surface water or groundwater contamination or a i r emissions; 
and there i s c o n f l i c t i n g data on the volume and hazard of 
l i q u i d s i n the storage tanks on the prpperty. In s h o r t , the 
lack of in f o r m a t i o n precluded i n c l u s i o n on the NPL. 

EPA had considered sampling the tanks' at Borne i n the spring 
of 1981, however, t h i s e f f o r t was canceled when the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental P r o t e c t i o n (NJDEP) S o l i d Waste 
Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n and Vall e y Forge Engineering, Borne's Consultant, 
i n i t i a t e d a tank sampling program aimed at the eventual 
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n and removal of the m a t e r i a l i n the tanks. 
The data from the split-samples taken f o r PCB-analysis showed 
c o n f l i c t i n g r e s u l t s ; and EPA provided t e c h n i c a l assistance i n 
the review and r e s o l u t i o n of the problems w i t h the data. 

The r e s o l u t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n i n July of 1982 was t h a t the 
m a t e r i a l i n the e i g h t (8) tanks sampled would be removed by 
Valley Forge Engineering and the tanks p o s s i b l y reused. 
NJDEP and Borne were co r i t i n u i n g discussions on sampling and 
d i s p o s i t i o n of the m a t e r i a l , i f any, i n the remaining tanks. 

I t now appears t h a t the m a t e r i a l i'n the ei g h t (8) tanks has 
not been removed, l i k e w i s e the remaining tanks have not been 
sampled. Therefore, I believe t h a t we should reconsider the 
Borne Chemical s i t e f o r i n c l u s i o n on the NPL during the next 
q u a r t e r l y update. Given the h i s t o r y of NJDEP's involvement 
w i t h Borne, NJDEP should take the lead i n (1) developing the 
data necessary f o r HRS ranking and (2) c l a r i f y i n g the proposed 
use of the tanks and Borne's solvency t o a s c e r t a i n the s i t e s 
RCRA s t a t u s . 
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